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its cause, that cause when analysed is found to be
a certain quantum of Force, combined with certain
collocations.    And  the  last great generalization  of
science, the Conservation of Force, teaches  us  that
the variety  in  the effects depends  partly upon  the
amount of the force, and  partly upon  the diversity
of the  collocations.    The  force  itself is essentially
one and the same; and there exists of it in nature
a fixed quantity, which (if the  theory   be  true)  is
never increased or diminished.    Here then we find,
even in the changes of material  nature, a  perma-
nent  element;   to   all  appearance  the very  one  of
which we were in quest.    This it is apparently to
which if to anything we must assign the character
of First Cause, the cause of the material  universe.
For all effects may be traced up to it, while it cannot
be traced up, by our experience, to anything beyond:
its transformations alone  can  be  so traced, and  of
them the cause always includes the force itself: the
same quantity of force, in some previous  form.    It
would seem then that in the only sense in which
experience supports in any shape the doctrine of a
First  Cause,   viz., as  the   primaeval  and  universal
element  in   all causes, the First Cause can be no
other than Force.

We are, however, by no means at the end of the
-question. On the contrary, the greatest stress of the
argument is exactly at the point which we have now